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OCLAMATION. 


Againſt Conventicles. 
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WH ARLE S,by the grace of GOD King of great Brittain, France and Ireland, defender of the Faith, To 
ESE Macert, or Meſſengers at armes, our Sheriffs in that part, conjunctly and 
i / < ſeverallie, ſpecially conſtitute Greiting, Foraſmuch as by ſeverall Laws and Acts of Par iament, and ſpecial- 
y by che fifth AQ of the ſecond Seſſion of this current Parliament, all unwarrantable meetings and Con- 
venticles either in houſes or in the fields, upon pretence of Religion and religious exerciſes, are prohibited and 
18 diſcharged, under certain great pains and penalties: which AR hitherto hath not received that obedience 
| which was duc thereunto; In regard the Lords of Our _ Councill, the Sheriffes of Shires, and o- 
rider Judges to whom the execution thereof is committed, have not had that information from the Heri- 
2 < | tors, in whoſe bounds theſe Conventicles were keeped, and others; which was neceſſary, that the perſons guilty 
might be proceeded againſt according to Law: And ſeing we are fully reſolved to uſe all poſſible means 
. 2% l for making the ſaid AR mr, of great concernment to Religion, and the peace of this Church and 
JISC TE fi Kingdome: And It being the duty of all our good Subjects not only to give obedienceto Our Laws, by 
— — their own peaceable and orderly deportment; But likewiſe in theſe places where they have power and · interelt, 
to uſe their endeavoures for preventing and ſuppreſſing ſuch unwarrantable and diſorderly practices, as Conventicles are, * contrair 
to Law, and deſtructive of the publick peace: And in order thereto, to give timous notice of any ſuch Meetings keeped within their bounds 
when the ſame comes to their knowledge. O UR Will is herefore, and We charge you ſtraitly and command, that in continent theſe Our Let- 
ters ſeen, ye paſſe, and in Our Name and Authority command and charge all Heritors, Liferenters and propper Wodſetters of 
nds in this Kingdome to be carefull, that no houſe or field 3 upon pret uu of, or for Religious exerciſe or 
es within the bounds of the reſpective Lands belonging to them: ald in caſe any ſhall be keeped in any part of their Lands, ſo ſoon as 
ſhall have notice theieof, that they immediatly give information of the ſame, of the perſons preſent theteat, and other circumſtances thereof ſua 
= as conſiſts in their knowledge, to one of Our Privy Councellors, or to the Sheriffe of the Shire, Stewart of the Stewartrie, Lord or Baillie of 
The Regality or Royalty, or their Deputes within whoſe juriſdiction the Lands or Houſes, wherethe Conventicle was keeped, do ly certify- 
ing ſuch Heritors, and others foreſaids, who ſhall know of any Conventicles kceped upon any part of their Lands, or in any Houſes there- 
— and ſhall not diſcover the ſame, and what they know thereof, to the Sher iffes and other Magiſtrates aforeſaids, or their Deputes, with · 
10 the ſpace of three dayes after the ſame comes to their knowledge, that they ſhall be fyned for cach Conventicle, not delated by them, in the 
an” pn of the yearly valued rent of the whole Lands belonging to them in Heritage, Liferent or propper Wodlet, within the Shire where 
Ba onventicle ſhall be keeped, and we do hereby ſtrictly require the Sheriffes of Sheriffdomes, Stewarts of Stewartries, Lords and 
allies of Regalities or Royalties and their Deputes, upon delation made of Conventicles by the Heritors, or information given by any 


2 perſons thereanent, to proceed to the try all thereof, and to gut the foreſaid Act of Parliament to due and vigorous execution. 
Ly We do hereby Authorize and require the Sheriffs and other Magiſtrates foreſaids and their Deputes, to call before them ſuch Heritors, 


ters and propper Wodſeters, who ſhall know of any Conventicles keeped in their Lands, and ſhall not diſcover the ſame, within 
OO _ foreſaid, and (their knowledge thereof . proven, either Ar own oaths, or other Legall probation, ) to inflict upon them 
5 orelaid fyne, whereof one third part, to be applyed for the uſe of the (aids Judges; another third part to the perſon who ſhall give in- 
—_— concerning theſe Heritors, and a third part thereof tobe uplifted for Our uſe : And it is hereby declared, that ifthe ſaids Sheriffs 
5 other Judges foreſaids, and their Deputes ſhall be remiſs and negligentin performance of their dutie in the premiſes, they ſhall be 
oa before Our Privy Councill, and ſeverely 2 Audi it is hereby declared, that as for any Conventicles that ſhall happen to be 
ceped within Burghs Royall, the Magiſtrates of the Burghs ſhall be lyable to ſuch fynes for every ſuch Conventicle as Our Councill ſhall 

nk fit to impoſe, and that the Maſter or Miſtris of the houſe where the Conventicle ſhall be keeped , and the perſons preſent there- 

as a relieve the Magiſtrates,as Our Councill ſhall order the fame, conform to the foreſaid fifth AR of the ſecond Leon ot this preſent 
; intituled , Act againſt Coaventicles: And We brdain theſe preſents to be Printed and publiſhedat the Market Croſs of Edin. 
a ; and at the Market Crofſes of the head Burghe, of the ſeyerall Shires, and that likewiſe the Shireffs and other Magiſtrates foreſaids, 
their Deputes cauſe intimate the ſame at the ſeverall Paroch Churches within their reſpective JuriſdiQions, that none pretend ignorance: 


The which to do we commit to you conjunctly and ſeverall | iveri | 
— — y junctly and ſeverally Our full power, be thir Our letters, delivering them be you duely execute and 


Given under Our Signet at E DIN UR H, the ſecond day of Aprill, and of Our Reigne the twentie fifth Year, 1 6 73. 
Al. Gibſon, CJ. 8a Concilij. 
GOD ſaue the K I N G. 
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